To some extent, the increased Impact Factor reflects the dramatically increased number and quality of submissions, which has resulted in the rejection rate increasing from 30% to 50%. We have deliberately selected for papers that our referees believe to be of immediate importance and for papers that contain new ideas. Papers published this year that have attracted a lot of attention are listed below in order of the number of electronic downloads. [10] There have also been technological advances at CSIRO Publishing that go a significant way to ensuring your paper will be found by scientists searching for information in your field. While the Australian Journal of Chemistry has been published online since 1997 in the PDF format, papers are now also published in the XML format. XML can be examined by search engines (like Google) and researchers no longer need to search keywords or author names to find papers in their area. Further, we have also introduced links through CrossRef (www.crossref.org), which means that while reading a paper in Australian Journal of Chemistry you can click on a reference and jump straight to that paper, even when it's in another journal, from another publisher (as long as you are a subscriber to that journal). That is why most journal references are now appended with a digital object identifier (text 'DOI' followed by a string of characters). DOIs transform citations into permanent hyperlinks through the CrossRef infrastructure that links citations to publishers.
Thirdly, we're very pleased to announce the launch of Environmental Chemistry as of 1 July 2004. Environmental Chemistry is an interdisciplinary journal publishing the fundamental chemistry behind environmental problems, measurement, and solutions. The scope covers atmospheric chemistry, (bio)geochemistry, marine and freshwater chemistry, polar chemistry, fire chemistry, astrochemistry, soil chemistry, chemical toxicology, and green chemistry. Three issues were published in 2004, and these are freely available online at www.publish.csiro.au/journals/env. The journal has received very strong support so far, as reflected in the highcalibre editorial board, which includes Mario Molina and F. Sherwood Rowland, two of the winners of the 1995 Nobel Prize for Chemistry. The editors of Environmental Chemistry are Richard Hecker and myself, and we can be contacted at publishing.env@csiro.au.
Australian Journal of Chemistry is set to publish more multidisciplinary research in 2005. We will be publishing papers on bioelectroanalytical chemistry, polymers and materials, colloids and biointerfaces, chemoenzymatic synthesis, and biodegradable ionic liquids, among others.
I hope you are pleased by the advances of 2004 at Australian Journal of Chemistry. Sending your best papers this year will ensure that you will be a part of the continuing development in 2005. Happy New Year!
